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By ABBY BERRY | For Lincoln Electric

THE holiday season is finally upon 
us, and Santa and his elves have 

been especially busy as they gear up 
for their biggest night of the year. 

It’s no secret that Santa is known for 
running an efficient workshop — how 
else could he make all those toys in 
time for Christmas Eve? Rumor has it 
that one way Santa ensures an efficient 
workspace is through energy-saving 
measures. 

Here are four ways Santa saves 
energy in his workshop:

1. Santa leaves his decorations up 
year-round, so by using LED holiday 
light strands, he’s able to save on his 
monthly energy bills. LED holiday 
strands can last up to 40 seasons, 
which make them a great option for 
any festive home. 

2. Santa requires several power 

tools to make a year’s worth of new 
toys. That’s why he insists on using 
cordless power tools with the ENERGY 
STAR® rating. According to energystar.
gov, if all power tools in the U.S. used 
ENERGY STAR®-rated battery chargers, 
2 billion killowatt hours of electricity 
could be saved — that’s equivalent to 
reducing greenhouse gas emissions by 
1.7 million tons! 

3. Mrs. Claus loves to keep warm 
by the fire in the evenings, and Santa 
knows one of the best tricks to ensure 
fireplace efficiency. While a fireplace 
can keep a small area of your home 
cozy and warm, it can also pull heated 

air from the room through the chimney. 
That’s why Santa always closes the fire-
place flue when a fire isn’t burning. 

4. Santa also saves energy by using 
power strips. Power strips are ideal for 
workshops, craft nooks, game rooms 
and other spaces in your home. With 
one simple switch, you can conve-
niently control several devices and 
electronics that are plugged into the 
power strip. 

This holiday season, let’s take a page 
from Santa’s book and remember to 
save energy when possible. With these 
four tips, you’ll be well on your way to 
savings (and hopefully, Santa’s “nice” 
list!).  

Abby Berry writes on consumer and 
cooperative affairs for the National 
Rural Electric Cooperative Association, 
the national trade association repre-
senting more than 900 local electric 
cooperatives. 
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This holiday season, 
Santa’s making 

the most of energy 
savings in his 

workshop, and you 
can too!

4 WAYS SANTA SAVES ENERGY
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IT’S easy to contemplate on the 
previous year and wonder where 

the time has gone. In the famous 
words of Ferris Bueller, “Life moves 
pretty fast. If you don’t stop and 
look around once in a while, you 
could miss it.” 

Lincoln Electric Cooperative 
(LEC) has had a remarkable year in 
2022. If you look around, you may 
be able to see some of the changes 
and improvements we have made. 
LEC has experienced record growth 
in 2022, and also experienced some strenuous challenges. 
From lack of material and equipment to finish jobs to seri-
ous cost increases, it’s been one word: difficult.

LEC has also had some great things happen this year. 
We’ve managed growth and our expenses well, so we expect 
to have a positive year for 2023. As we continue to manage 
the cooperative well, we expect these results in the future. 
Your elected Board of Trustees is very aware of the future 
and understands what it means to be forward-thinking. I 
can attest to their concern for the membership of LEC. They 
are always looking at how we can best serve you now and 
into the future.
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LINCOLN ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC.

CONTACT
1-406-889-3301
info@lincolnelectric.coop
www.lincolnelectric.coop
Secure Payments: 1-833-890-6258

ALWAYS REPORT OUTAGES TO:
1-406-889-3301

OFFICE
312 Osloski Road
PO BOX 628
Eureka, Montana 59917

OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Thursday
7:00 AM - 5:30 PM

Lincoln Electric's Board of Trustees holds regular 
monthly meetings at the boardroom in the cooperative 
office. These are typically scheduled on the third Monday 
of each month at 6 p.m. Members are encouraged to 
attend. If you have any items of interest, please contact 
the general manager prior to the meeting.

HAVE A STORY SUGGESTION?
Send your ideas to:

memberservices@lincolnelectric.coop

NEXT MEETING DATE:
Monday, December 19, 2022

Lincoln Electric
Cooperative, Inc.

BOARD OF  
TRUSTEES

Tina Taurman 
President
Becky Evins 
Vice President
Michael Garner 
Secretary-Treasurer

Myra Appel
Joel Graves
Sandi Mason
Rick Peterson
Marianne Roose
Ethel White

Telly Stanger
General Manager
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Continued next page

Manager’s Notes
by Telly Stanger The regular meeting of the board of trustees was 

conducted on October 17, 2022. A quorum of trustees 
was present and the board took the following action:

BUSINESS AND BOARDROOM BRIEFS

• Approved the general manager job description, performance 
review and staff review documents.

• Approved changes to Policies 208 – Board Member Compensa-
tion and 505 – Employee Travel Allowance

• Approved the review of Policies 201 – Policy Origin, Develop-
ment, Approval and Distribution, 202 – Board of Trustees Prin-
ciples, 203 – Managerial Authority and Responsibilities, 506 
– Extension of Credit for Employee/Trustee Purchases.

• Approved changes to Policies 201, 202, 203, 208, 505, 506.
• Assigned Manager Stanger as the voting delegate for PPC.
• Approved a donation from unclaimed capital credits of $5,000 

to the Eureka Ambulance Service.
• Approved a donation from unclaimed capital credits of $1,000 

to Zero to Five.
• Approved a donation of $1,000 to Town of Eureka Park.
• Authorized a trustee to attend National Rural Electric Coopear-

ative Association Directors Conference in Kansas City, MO.

Last year was 
a great year for 
Lincoln Electric

FINANCIAL
OVERVIEW

kWh SALES

REVENUE

COST OF POWER

OPERATING EXPENSE

MARGINS

NUMBER OF MEMBERS

NUMBER OF METERS

MILES OF LINE

TOTAL UTILITY PLANT

MEMBER EQUITY

SEPTEMBER AVERAGE 
RESIDENTIAL USE (KWH)

SEPTEMBER AVERAGE 
RESIDENTIAL BILLING

YEAR TO DATE
SEPT. 2022

YEAR TO DATE
SEPT. 2021

91,553,758

$9,200,692

$4,252,826

$3,176,689

$540,940

5,063

6,483

1,001

$37,860,836

$12,544,552

803

$99.44

83,977,622

$8,690,189

$3,875,315

$2,800,434

$997,138

4,929

6,323

985

$35,485,856

$11,541,987

797

$106.56
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THE holiday season is finally here. Some call it the most 
wonderful season of all. That’s because we associate it 

with family traditions and gathering with friends and loved 
ones. It’s a time of giving and spreading joy. 

But giving back reminds me of the many good things we 
have right here in our community and why it’s so import-
ant to spread the good as far as we can, especially to the 
most vulnerable in our local area. I’m also reminded of how 
wonderful our community is and what a big impact we can 
have when we work together.

As a member of Lincoln Electric Cooperative, you help us 
spread the good throughout the year. Through our Operation 
Round Up program, your donations help local families and 
individuals in need by providing financial assistance with 
their energy bills.

Operation Round Up is a voluntary program that allows 
you to “round up” your monthly bill to the next whole dollar. 
That extra change goes into a fund that is used to help 
households in need with their electric bill. To sign up for 
Operation Round Up, check the box on your bill payment 
stub or sign up on SmartHub.

With the SmartHub Operation Round Up, you can choose 
to round up your bill, add a fixed additional amount to your 
bill every month, or make a one-time donation. Once logged 
into SmartHub, go to Billing & Payments, then choose Opera-
tion Round Up. Click Enroll and follow the prompts to make 
your donation selection type, then choose Confirm.

When you “round up” your monthly bill from Lincoln Elec-
tric and donate to this fund, you’re making a big difference 
in someone’s life. You are you helping to meet an immediate, 
critical need, but just as importantly, you are telling this 
person the community cares.  

Lincoln Electric also participates in the Electric Cooper-
ative Youth Tour, where we take our community’s brightest 
young people to Washington, D.C., for a week-long immer-
sion to experience democracy in action. Ultimately, the 
larger community benefits from these programs because of 
you and your neighbors. 

You’ve likely heard us say that the cooperative principle 
“concern for community” is part of Lincoln Electric’s DNA. 

It defines who we are as an organization. When we first 
brought electricity to this community in 1950, the quality 
of life improved. But other things also need to be addressed 
and through the years, this co-op has been at the forefront of 
bringing improvements to the quality of life in this commu-
nity. It’s why we created Operation Round Up. 

As a local cooperative, we have a stake in this community. 
It’s why we support local organizations such as the Eureka 
Ambulance Service. We hope you think of Lincoln Electric 
as more than your energy provider, but also as a catalyst for 
good in our community.

We hope all our members have a joyous holiday season. 
May it be merry and bright!

To learn more about Operation Round Up, visit  
linconelectric.coop.   

The bottom line is LEC could not do 
it without you, our valued members. 
We appreciate so much about you. We 

appreciate your fortitude when we 
have outages, your patience when we 
don’t have material, and your under-
standing when we have a rate increase. 
From the early days of when electricity 
was brought into our valley, it has all 
been because of the members. And 

your membership is why we are here 
and why we do what we do.

My wish this season is that you and 
yours have a Merry Christmas and 
Happy New Year. May you find peace 
and prosperity in the coming year.  

MANAGER’S NOTES
Continued from page 6

Small change can change lives
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Lineman’s

MERRY 
CHRISTMAS

F R O M  O U R  F A M I L I E S 
A T  L I N C O L N  E L E C T R I C 

C O O P E R A T I V E  T O  Y O U R S

AND HAPPY NEW YEAR

Lincoln Electric Cooperative will be closed Monday, 
December 26 for Christmas, and Monday, January 2 

for the New Year’s holiday.

‘Twas the night before Christmas
And all through the house
Not a creature was stirring
Cause the power was out.

How could this happen?
How could it be?

The house is all dark, 
Even lights on the tree.

The lineman’s asleep
All cozy and warm,

His power apparently
Spared by the storm.

Deep into slumber,
But soon to awake,

Cause a tree on the line
Has caused it to break.

The calls swamp the office.
“MY POWER IS OUT!

Get them here quickly,
Cause I carry clout.”

The dispatcher calls
With a hint of despair

To tell the lineman
The need for repair.

In three or four hours
The trouble is found:
The road didn’t pass

Where the tree went down.

CHRISTMAS EVE

— Unknown

Out in the snow
They carry their tools

And fix the fault
As they learned in the schools.

They leave the scene
And drive back in the dawn.

The line is now clear
And all power is on.

And now it’s the morning
The kids shout with glee,
Their eyes shining bright
As the lights on the tree.

The lineman is home now
As tired as can be.

The storm has ignored
His Christmas Eve.

He’s not asking for praise
Or for you to applaud,

Cause according to him
It’s just part of the job.

But please just remember
As you pick up the horn

And you call to the office
He may be out in the storm.


